What is scoping?

It’s considering what issues should be considered in Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project, in advance of a planning application being made in the first half of next year.   Dublin City Council is talking with all stakeholders, giving them an opportunity to say what issues should be considered in the EIS.

What is Community Gain?

It is Government policy that in an area where major waste infrastructure is to be located, the community should gain by getting needed facilities that would not otherwise be provided by Government or local government.  Community gain is a package of measures. It’s community and social infrastructure, not personal compensation. Dublin City Council has engaged a social economist and an independent market research company to work with the local community and conduct an audit on possible options for community gain, linked to the proposed incinerator.

A Community Gain Fund will be established, to be administered by a Community Liaison Group with representatives of the community, local authority, local politicians and the operator of the incinerator.  The Fund will consist of a once off payment and an annual contribution from gate fees.  The Fund will continue for 25 years.

What topics will be covered by the EIS?
The impacts of the proposed plant on flora, fauna, ecosystems – in short; all material assets and it can include any issues that people raise and want included.

How can you guarantee that individual homes in the area will get district heating?

Dublin City Council cannot guarantee anything but there will be enough energy supplied by the plant to provide energy fro 35,000 homes.  If district heating is provided, it could heat up to 60,000 homes.  Any new developments; houses or offices could gain.

When can we meet Trutz Haase, the social economist?
He will come to Dublin City Council’s Ringsend office on Cambridge Road to meet the community.

Will the survey be carried out in person or on the phone?
There will be two surveys; a general survey of 1000 people, scientifically representative.  This will be carried out in person.  A second survey of 100 businesses and other special interest groups, including residents associations, will be carried out by phone.

Is there any link with another ongoing survey about the proposed causeway along Sandymount strand?

No.

Can the community see a copy of the original briefs to the social economist and the market research company?

Yes.  At  Dublin City Council’s Ringsend office.

Can you site an incinerator on a landfill site?
Yes.  Poolbeg is a landfill area.

Will the other possible sites considered be included in the Planning Application.

Yes, but an Bord Pleanála will only make their decision on the site at Poolbeg that Dublin City Council is proposing and for which an EIS will be done.

Have you entered into a contract with the preferred service provider?
Yes.  It has provision for the eventuality that Dublin City Council does not get planning permission. There is no certainty.  There are three statutory processes; to An Bord Pleanála, the Environmental Protection Agency and to the Energy Regulator.

Why not have a few smaller incinerators?
Dublin City Council is working to a strategy; the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region. Each of the four Dublin local authorities will share the burden:

· There are bottlebanks and recycling facilities in all four areas

· Fingal will have a new landfill

· Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown will have composting plants

· South Dublin will have a baling station

· Dublin City has been sending its waste out of the area for the last 30 years.  It will have the incinerator.  It is proposed to site the facility close to where the waste is generated.    

How will waste be brought to plant?
Local traffic will go directly to plant; generally outside peak hours, as binmen finish their route.  The rest of the traffic will go to Ballyogan, Ballymount or Kilshane           

When rubbish is burned, where does smoke go?
What you see normally coming out of stack is not smoke. It’s water vapour, caused by condensation when the warm air coming out of the stack meets the cold air in the atmosphere.  60% of the capital cost of an incinerator is spent on flue gas cleaning, so all gasses are “scrubbed” during the waste to energy process.  The burning of uncontrolled waste in Ireland is the major cause of dioxin emissions; from backyard and backstreet burning and the rural burning of waste – all of which are carried out at low temperatures which create dioxins.

Who will monitor emissions from the plant?
The Environmental Protection Agency will lay down a monitoring regime for the plant and will monitor it.  The majority of parameters will be monitored on a continuous basis.

Could all waste from all over Dublin come through our area?

No.  Only waste from an areas still to be defined (that will be done as part of EIS) from south city will come directly to plant.

Why is there only one incinerator?
There may be more in future.

