Scoping Session 1 Community Gain –Session 2

I was not aware of money being available for the community – why compensate the community the incinerator isn’t negative only the transport impacts are?

It is not compensation. In accordance with national policy the community gain concept recognises the reality that if Ireland is to deal with its waste in a modern environmentally progressive way, new facilities have to be provided. As clearly the new facilities will have to be located somewhere it is considered reasonable that there should be a mechanism by which some benefit can accrue to the communities in the locations ultimately chosen.

I really like the idea, this is new I’ve never heard of it before.

It isn’t new but it wasn’t always called Community Gain.  Dublin City Council are being proactive and on the basis of the feedback from the community Dublin City Council will propose in the submission to An Bord Pleanála how the Community Gain Fund will be delivered and operated.

How much money is available?

There will be a one off grant from the capital spend of approx  €4million and a percentage of the gate fees will be available, approx €140,000 – 150,000 per year.

What is the community?

Everyone East of the railway line will be consulted.

What will this buy us, and is this fund at the expense of DCC capital spend?

The €4million Community Gain Fund is over and above the Dublin City Council budget set for the South East Area.  The Community Gain Fund could be used to add value to services that Dublin City Council provides e.g. Dublin City Council may provide a football field and a proportion of the Community Gain Fund could be used to build clubroom facilities on the field.

What are the limitations on the fund – can it be used for doctor’s fees or units of electricity for free?

Yes to electricity – you will be consulted on how you would like the fund to be used so make sure to put your ideas forward.  Doctor’s fees are unlikely as the fund is for the community not on an individual basis.

What about preventative Health – screening for asthma at national schools?

That is the remit of the Department of Health.

The local community will be consulted on how this fund will be set up, run and operated?

Yes. 

Who will adjudicate the decisions, as it’s likely half the community will want ‘A’ and half the community will want ‘B’?

As previously indicated DCC will propose in the submission to An Bord Pleanala how the Fund will be delivered and operated. Specifically, some form of supervisory/liaison Committee will be proposed, with representation from the interested parties e.g. DCC (officials and elected members), community, etc. The constitution of the Committee will be discussed and agreed with the various stakeholders in advance of the application to An Bord Pleanala.

The council should advise through the papers that the Community Gain Fund is available for certain purposes before the survey commences – the community needs to know in advance.

The Local Authority Area Offices will have all the information on the Community Gain Fund as will the South East Area Office, Dublin City Council agree that a notice will go into the next mail out.

Who decided on sample area for the survey?

Dublin City Council did but they are open to altering it.

What area is being surveyed?

The public were shown map of sample area (see below). The sample area is within the black line.

Is the purpose of the survey to find out how we want to spend the money?

Yes.

Why in the survey are you asking about the public’s opinion of the WTE plant?

Because the two are inextricably linked - there is no Community Gain Fund if there is no WTE plant.

How much is the survey costing, is it coming from the Community Gain Fund?

No the cost will not be taken from the Community Gain Fund.

This will cost a lot using two different external consultants for the survey and for the community audit.

The cost is covered by the budget set aside for the development of the facility.

The survey would be more useful if the sample was of informed people not random individuals within the sample area.

Agree, and this has been built into the overall survey sample.

Special interest groups should be targeted before the survey, especially Residents Groups.

Agree.

The needs and wants of a community will be very diverse and some members of the community are more of a stakeholder than others – e.g. those who have lived here for many years, have family etc.

Agree.

The plant and traffic routes should be mapped and interviews should be carried out in this area as they are the most effected.

Dublin City Council is open to suggestions on who /what areas are to be included.  The larger of two sample areas has been chosen but this can be changed.

Dublin Bay is an amenity area for those outside the sample area, they too should be included in the survey.

We are open to altering the survey area.

The number of people in the catchment area is known but their opinion isn’t, and you haven’t informed them so they can’t respond with informed opinions. 

We have been working at informing the public for 5 years – Community Gain has been mentioned since 1998 in Changing Our Ways, Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan and in all Dublin City Council reports.  The public are informed and can make informed decisions as substantial information has been provided to the community over the years.  If the point is being made that we should provide information to those who are interviewed beforehand we may consider this.

Will you use the word ‘incinerator’ rather than WTE in the questionnaire?

Yes, the word incinerator will be used.

If I am selected for an interview/survey I wouldn’t be able to tell you off the top of my head what the money should be spent on – it would be more useful and informative if this was done in a forum method for members of the community to attend. This survey method will lead to invalid and useless answers.

There will be both open and closed questions and there will be educational elements explaining to the interviewee what the Community Gain Fund is and how it came to be.  The survey is one element of the overall consultation process. There will be an audit of the existing social and community infrastructure to identify any gaps.  This audit will then look at opinions from the survey and assess what the needs of the community are.

We should be able to post back the survey after considering the questions and talking to family members/friends etc.

This will be considered.

Why is CSO additional information needed?

We need to know what the overall profile of the area is so that the sample is representative.

Isn’t CSO information confidential?

The information we will request isn’t the full census details just the percentage of the population in certain age groups.

Will the results be published and available to the public?

Yes they will be included in Dublin City Councils submission to An Bord Pleanála

Is there a correlation between the UCD survey and this proposed survey? If not there should be.

Dublin City Council had no involvement with that survey and is not privy to the results. 

There is no mention of a health assessment of impacts of WTE plant in the Duleek case, will this be assessed for Ringsend?

We do not assess the health of the local community – monitoring of emissions will be reported to the EPA.
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