
Info Session 7 – Questions Raised

Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan – Mary O’Reilly

What is classified as building waste?

Construction and Demolition waste is classified as building waste

Is there much C&D waste?
There is approx 4 million tonnes of C&D waste at present in the city region.  Data collection is now much more accurate so while the increase in the type of waste seems enormous in the last five years, it is possible a reflection of the fact that in 1998 we hadn’t a handle on the amount of waste generated. The NCDWC has done a lot of work with the construction industry but the primary responsibility is with developers to segregate waste.  

Is recyclable C&D waste suitable for other uses?
Yes, especially in less travelled areas such as footpaths.  There is a proposal in place for changing the specifications of the foundation of roads so crushed concrete waste can be used on secondary roads.  This has been done in other countries such as UK and Sweden, so there are already best practice examples out there to follow.  Some recyclable C&D waste has already been used as fill for the Spencer Dock development

Many modern buildings are only expected to last for 30-40 years, is this true?
This is not the case and in fact the standards of construction are very high in many modern buildings.  

Does the government have a strategy in place or is there one envisaged for dealing with packaging waste – a lot of it is not recyclable e.g. polystyrene, can this not be changed?
There is a strategy in place for dealing with this type of waste.  There are proposals in place for dealing with packaging put before government, which were developed by the SPC.  Packaging is the responsibility of ‘producers’ (a major producer is defined as one that places more than 25 tonnes of packaging on the Irish market per year and has a turnover of €1 million or more).  It is not compulsory that major producers join Repak but if they don’t they must register with their local authority and ‘self comply’.  There is a policy in place of recovering the full cost of dealing with packaging in the green bin from producers.  There has also been consultation with various bodies in an effort to put something in place that will allow for the recycling of plastic bottles.  Dublin City Council have gone out to tender to purchase machinery to start collecting, processing and reusing plastic bottles.
There is total confusion among householders regarding plastics and what can be recycled, is there any legislation in New Zealand regarding packaging?

A voluntary packaging accord was set up two years ago.  In New Zealand, awareness of plastic recycling focuses on the numbers and knowing exactly which numbers can be put into the recycling bin.

I thought the government could say polystyrene packaging is not to be used – is anything recommended by DCC about how they can legislate to reduce packaging?

Yes, this has been prepared by the SPC and is going to government.

Is the current plan a reserved function that councillors can vote on?

The review of the waste management plan is an executive function, i.e. it is passed by the City Manager.

I recently saw a wall clock for sale with an additional amount added on for WEEE – it seems a bit crazy to be adding money onto a wall clock.

Since the introduction of the regulations, a cost is included for historical WEEE, i.e. material that was on the shelves before 13th August.  Producers are entitled to add on this extra charge to cover the cost of recycling these materials and this will go in time when these materials are no longer on the market.

The 400,000 – 600,000 t/year that is being produced, what is the breakdown for industrial, commercial and household waste?

There are a large number of tables in the plan, which shows this breakdown, the plan can be down loaded from www.dublinwaste.ie 

What proportion of Zero Waste has been achieved in New Zealand?

Many of the issues faced in New Zealand are similar to those faced in Ireland, e.g. roll out of kerbside collection, Recycling Centres etc. Everything but plastic is recycled in New Zealand and there is no provision for incineration of waste.  There is also more space for landfill in New Zealand so these can last longer.

Dublin Waste Website – Warren Phelan

What about synthetic materials and mattresses, are they recycled?

This type of material is difficult to recycle, in some cased they can be used for rags.  Dublin City Council also provides a collection for bulky household waste and material will be taken out for recycling where possible.  In most cases items like mattresses are sent to landfill.

Does the Dublin Waste site include Fingal?

Yes, it includes information about waste management in all four Dublin local authorities.

Could more advanced notice be given regarding the collection of bulky household goods?

Experience has shown that it is not feasible to give more than a few days notice about bulky waste collections, as there can be tendency for extended family/friends from different areas to bring their bulky waste to the targeted area.  This can also lead to scavengers going through the material and leaving the area in a mess.

Can the use of compost bins lead to methane production?

Use of compost bins does not lead to the production of methane.  Compost bins are well aerated, which prevents this.

Can material/goods be sold on the Dublin Waste site or are they given away for free?

When the new section of the Dublin Waste site is up and running, the material will be given away for free.

Fingal Landfill – Con Wilson

What is the expected life of the Fingal Landfill?

The life of the Fingal landfill is expected in the region of 25-30 years and it will deal with waste collected from the Dublin Region. It is estimated that the amount of waste that will be brought to the landfill is between 400,000 – 600,000 tonnes.

In perfect situation, what ideally would you see going into landfill and will it be ok for the environment?

National waste policy in Ireland is moving away from a reliance on landfill. This means that less waste will be disposed of to landfill in the future without some form of pre-treatment.   However, landfill will still remain the most environmental and cost effective means of disposal for certain types of waste such as certain plastics and C&D waste.  National policy has set ambitious targets for the reduction in the amount of biodegradable and C&D waste going to landfills in the future (65% and 85% reduction respectively) by 2013.  The breakdown of biodegradable material within a landfill can lead to the production of both leachate, a hazardous liquid formed by water running through the waste and absorbing chemicals from it, and landfill gas.  Modern engineered landfills, such as the one planned for Dublin, have mechanisms to deal with the leachate and landfill gas that are produced e.g. venting and flaring the gas, collection and treatment of the leachate.
Where will the gas come from with no biological material?

As already mentioned, there is a national target of a reduction in the amount of biodegradable waste going to landfill by 65%.  However it is still likely that some amount of biological material will still end up in the landfill, thus resulting in the production of landfill gas. 

How long (minimum time) before development could take place on an old landfill?

Within 5 – 10 year of closure, it is possible to build on an old landfill.  During this time, the final capping must be put on the landfill and provisions have to be put in place for leachate management and gas flaring.  The EPA must be informed that the landfill has stopped accepting waste, that final capping has taken place (this must be done within 2 years) and that proposals are in place to build on the landfill.  Throughout Europe, old landfills have been remediated and are often used as parkland or for recreational purposes.  It is possible to use old landfill sites for hard end uses such as car parks, factories, playgrounds etc. but it is not usually recommended.  Such a development is taking place on an old landfill in Kinsale.  However each proposal must be examined on a case-by-case basis and expert advice should be sought. 

This is your preferred site, have you any other sites? Options?

The siting selection study went through a number of phases from 1998 to 2004.  This has involved assessing a number of sites against environmental, technical and cost criteria in order to find the most suitable location.  In total, 6 sites were considered, 3 in Fingal and 2 in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown.  The site at Tooman was identified as the preferred site as there was good infrastructure (close to M1), there is a relatively low population density and the soil has low permeability.  This means it is difficult for any liquid to flow through the surrounding soil and into surface or ground waters.  The other sites were less preferred due to their higher population densities, protected views and poor infrastructure.
Is any of the material currently landfilled being compacted and baled?
Yes, all material going to Kill landfill is compacted and baled before final disposal.
Where are nearest populations to the new landfill site?
There are a number of small villages around the site.  Some of the bigger centres of population in the vicinity of the site are Lusk, which is 3-4 km away and Skerries, which is about 8 km away.

Biological Treatment - Larry O’Toole

Are we getting a third bin?
The proposal in the replacement waste management plan for the Dublin Region for the introduction of a third bin for biodegradable waste in 2006/2007.  There are plans to build two facilities to deal with this waste once it is collected, one at Ballyogan in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and one at Kilshane Cross in Fingal.

Is it in St. Anne’s that they were recycling Christmas trees?
In  St. Anne’s, green waste was being composted.  An action was taken by local residents as the process was releasing bio-aerosols, which were affecting the health of some individuals in the area.  Dublin City Council brought forward proposals that would address this issue, however this proposal was unsuccessful.  Another proposal has now been put forward, which is to accept the green waste from depots around Dublin. 

Dublin Waste to Energy – Matt Twomey, Ronan Clifford, John Murphy

Who defines what the ‘community’ is?

A definition of ‘community’ will be proposed and put forward to the community.

Have you or are you consulting with NGOs on this matter?

Yes and as part of the statutory process a number of organisations, including NGOs, must be notified.

Can the public have access to the specification that was used for the contract?

There are issues with regard to confidentiality but summaries of the content can be issued to the public.

Can you tell us the basis of the contract, who will be the ultimate owner of the plant?

The project is a PPP and ownership of the plant will revert back to Dublin City Council at the end of the contract period (25 years).

If the tenderer will design, build and operate the plant, what role is there for DCC?

The proposed site is owned by Dublin City Council and the contract provides for the plant to be designed, built, operated and financed by/on behalf of Dublin City Council.  The physical planning aspects will be decided by An Bord Pleanala, who may impose conditions regarding the form of the facility, operating hours, frequency of deliveries etc. The EPA will licence the operation of the plant with regard to emissions and the control of operations within the plant.  The contract also has penalties for breaches of contract, such as not meeting environmental criteria, not being able to take waste etc.  This provides an incentive to the operator (Elsam) to operate the plant properly in order to get back the money they have invested.  

Is it in the contract that the tenderer is responsible for sorting out the traffic problem?

The traffic issue will be tackled as part of the EIS.  An Bord Pleanala must be satisfied that traffic can be dealt with properly or the project will not get approval.

Have DCC been given guarantees from the parent company of Elsam Ireland?
Yes, this has been written into the contract.

Does the contract specify that the tenderer is being engaged to build on the Poolbeg Peninsula?

Yes, this is part of the contract documents.  The siting study came up with the Poolbeg Peninsula as the preferred site.  This was written into the tender documents but it was also stated that other sites would be examined if proposed by the tenderers.  An Bord Pleanala will also have to examine the siting study to ensure that the right site has been chosen.  

Do we take it that the contract is not signed/completed until its given approval?

At the moment a framework contract is in place and if the project does not gain approval, it will not go any further.  Conditions have to be satisfied before the next stage kicks in. 

Do the public get a chance to have an impact/discuss what goes into the final document before it goes to An Bord Pleanala?

Yes, when the formal scoping takes place.  There will be Open Days to go give the public an opportunity to suggest other things that can be included.

Is the local authority obliged to collect everyones rubbish or can they turn around and refuse to do it?
There is a statutory obligation on local authorities to collect or arrange for the collection of waste.  In Dublin, the local authorities are still responsible for waste collection and they dispose of it in an environmentally acceptable manner.  At present any waste that is not recycled is sent to the landfill at Arthurstown. 


