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Question: Does the traffic study include all vehicles?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that it includes all traffic, including cyclists 

Question: So you add 200 extra vehicles to it?

Question: How many trucks are taking away residue from the plant?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that it would be about 20 per day and they would go directly to the Port Tunnel.  The Port Tunnel will take 7,200 HGV’s per day. 
Question: What about noise?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that there is a baseline study on noise which includes traffic noise.  When the Developer is appointed they will take the information from the baseline studies and work from that.

Question: What do the extra lorries mean for pollution of the area?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that she couldn’t answer that directly.

Question: Will they deliver in the day?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that yes they would deliver in working hours.  There is a possibility that they will deliver at night but the aim will be to use the Dublin Port Tunnel so that few residents would be affected.

Question: How much are properties devalued by the development of the plant?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that some work was done on this in Ringaskiddy but that an assessment has not yet been done here.  There is no legal requirement to do a study on property value, but we will do a study.  In Cork there was a study and it was not definitive one way or another as to whether properties were devalued.

Gunnar Kjaer commented that there is a place in northern Copenhagen where an incinerator plant increased property values as it was providing district heating.  

Question: Will there be any extra services provided here?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that there would be additional benefits. There will be electricity to service 30-35,000 houses.  Carbon emissions will be reduced.  The plant will also have the capacity for district heating which can be provided to new developments.  

Question: Will it have a knock on effect of reducing your heating bill?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the studies indicate that district heating is cheaper than gas or electricity.

Question: There is very little information available on the visual impact?  I will see it from my bedroom window.  At this stage we should have some sense of the volume or the visual impact.  Give us information on 10 incinerators in other countries and how they are landscaped etc.  A picture speaks a thousand words.  There are no visuals.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented in the CIG process we gave an open invitation for the CIG to visit plants of their selection.  Visuals will be prepared at a later stage.  The Waste Management Plan Annual Report published this morning has a picture of one.  If you go the office the office in Cambridge Road there are other pictures contained there.

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that we can’t assess the visuals until we know the proposals from the developers.

Question: Some visuals would allow us to get a sense of what it looks like, how big is the box would be, how many chimneys.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the plant would be presented in more detail at the end of the year when the developer is appointed.  We can show you 20-30 facilities but until the service provider is selected we won’t know.

Question: There is no chance of delivery by barge or boat.  Did you look at that?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that we looked at the delivery of waste by rail and sea as well as by road.

Question: Has there been a study done on the emissions of the surrounding industry etc – including the ESB, sewage works.  Is there an EU limit? Will we be within it and who sets it?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that there has been a small emissions inventory carried out of the area.  When the developer carries out the EIS they have to do a model to show where the emissions will go.  We have collected emissions data on traffic too. We do have some preliminary data on that, however we don’t have the figures for everything, there are some big industries that have been included.  The EPA will decide what goes into the model.  The EPA has to prove that the emissions will not exceed the limits.  

Question: Does the EU set the limits?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that there is an EU Directive on waste incineration.  There are air quality standards for the area which take into account anything in the area.  The developer has to show that the plant will not push the levels above the threshold.

Question: Where did you measure?

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that the ESB station and a couple of others areas were measured 

Question: Is EPA the only body overseeing how the plant is operated?  I have seen how EPA deals with people who infringe legislation and it takes a long time for them to take any action.

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that there are two elements – there is the regulatory side that the EPA monitor and also the contract side.  There are serious financial implications if the developer does not meet the conditions.  The contract between the City and the operator will be more stringent than that with the EPA.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the format of the contracts is an open book accounting system.  All the costs, profit sharing arrangements etc are controlled by the contract.  Public Private Partnership (PPP) contracts are totally different from service contracts where you would say ‘provide me a service’ and they would say ‘yes it is x per tonne’.  The contract for the plant will cover, replacing parts, staffing, complying with National and EU requirements and all the funding is on an open book arrangement.

Question: There is a plant in Antwerp that went over the dioxin levels 4-5 times.  There was a fail-safe built in which meant it shut down.  Will this be in the plant?

Gunnar Kjaer commented that it will be a question for the contract.  It might not be possible to close down the plant. If it was a significant infringement - and the plant will be monitored continually - then the plant would be closed down.

Question: What do you mean by continuous?

Gunnar Kjaer commented that all major operating conditions are recorded every second.  Most operating conditions can be monitored continuously.

Question: Will the EPA monitor? It is not necessarily an independent body.

Gunnar Kjaer commented that the EPA could ask for continual readings.  They will ask for what they consider essential and important.

Question: What about when dioxin goes up for 4 hours?

Gunnar Kjaer commented that you cannot monitor dioxin.  At the last meeting when Deiter Shrenk talked about dioxins he said that there is no more dioxin coming from waste to energy plants than from all the other sources.

Question: What other things that come out of the plant are monitored?

Gunnar Kjaer commented that carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrogen oxide (Nox), sulphur dioxide (SOx), dust can all be monitored on a continual basis.  If the conditions change it is an indication of something being wrong in the total operation.  There are good reasons why you want to stay within the standards  -environmental reasons, financial reasons etc.  With modern technology very good standards can be achieved.

Question: What traffic calming measures are going to be in place?

Tim O’Sullivan (Dublin City Council) commented that firstly we are interested in speeding by traffic in general and have an ongoing interest in dealing with traffic calming.  In purely residential areas we can and do install traffic calming.  On main roads traffic calming is more difficult. On bus routes etc speed bumps are not as effective as more severe ones in residential areas.  The future for this is technology and the expanded use of cameras.  There are now cameras for red light running – and we are waiting for legislation to allow us to penalise directly from the cameras automatically.  The future for all this, regardless of the waste to energy plant is that we are looking at 200 trips a day. That is tiny compared to the rest of the area.  If there are specific traffic problems in the area, write into Dublin City council and we will look at it.

Question: This will be big lorries!

Tim O’Sullivan (Dublin City Council) commented that it would be bin lorries.  The 400 trips a day are based on a 10 tonne load.  We will deal with road safety issues and speeding regardless of the source of the vehicle.

Question: Why were bicycles included in the study?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that when looking at traffic counts you look at how many vehicle movements there are. For traffic assessment you allow for these types of vehicles.  The counts are made in terms of passenger car units. 1 car = 1 unit.  A HGV is 2.5 units and a bike is 0.5 units. 
Question: If you monitor Sean Moore Road roundabout when it is choc-a-bloc at 8.15 a.m. not much traffic will go through – when it frees up that will mean that more traffic will flow through? 

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that we measure the amount of traffic passing a stop line.

Tim O’Sullivan (Dublin City Council) commented that the traffic is moving slowly because of the demand.  If you put one car on its own on the M50 it has a high service level.  If you push up the number of cars on the road the level of service decreases.  At the morning and evening peaks there is saturated flow.

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that if you are travelling 3 miles an hour there is little space between you and the car in front.  If you are travelling at 60mph the gap is bigger so the number does decline.  The peak time is when people want to be on the network.  The off peak hour allows more traffic flow but has a lower service level.
Question: Did you include vehicles taking ash out?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that yes we did. There will be 20 movements out.  The Port Tunnel will be used for this.  
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