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Attending: 10 people approximately

Question: The statutory process seems very complicated – would the ordinary person be able to oppose the plant?

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: In any planning process the public are becoming more aware of the systems that are in place. Any big development in the City would have objections made to both the Council and An Bord Pleanela.  The community need to watch out for the application and the 6-week minimum period that will follow. The applicant will state the length of the consultation period, in the notice that will be made.  The application and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will contain information on drawings of the scheme, visuals, technology, procedures, how the plant will operate etc.  There is a requirement for a non-technical summary of the information as a lot of the information is technical.  The non-technical summary is the easiest document to understand if you do not have a technical background.

Question: It is important that there are safeguards in place for the community.  Can people oppose the plant? 

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: People are more involved in the planning system. For any development in Dublin it would be unusual not to have public submissions on a planning application. People should not be afraid of making submissions and should watch out for the public notice and read the non-technical summary.  An Bord Pleanela have to take account of all planning policies and environmental impacts.  Submissions made to the planning process have to be grounded in planning matters.  Under law An Bord Pleanela cannot consider late submissions.  

Question: How long does the advert appear in the paper?

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: The advert appears on one day, in one issue, on one occasion. A further notice will be made in the same way if more information is required.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that earlier in the day it had been highlighted that the 6-weeks consultation period is too short. He added that on a project of this size the advert would be placed in three national newspapers and if a local newspaper existed it would be placed in there to.  He highlighted for this project the advert would also be placed in News 4.

Comment: We need to ensure that people have adequate notice so that there is no need for further questions at a later date.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that the purpose of these meetings is to start addressing people’s questions.

Comment: To help ensure that the notice in the press is not missed a notice could be provided by post to interested people, for example, Sandymount residents group etc. 

Question: Does Dublin City Council hold a neutral position with regard to this proposal?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented in 1998/99 the Dublin region and the four Local Authorities adopted the Waste Management Plan.  This Plan said recycle 59%, thermally treat 25%, and landfill 16% of waste. These objectives are now being implemented. There is recycling, new bring centres and recycling centres and the area is on the way to providing central composting facilities and also composting for individual houses. There is a whole battery of measures going into place to implement the Waste Management Plan.  Thermal treatment is a general description of a number of processes.  During the last 1.5 years Dublin City Council have been in the process of selecting a Service Provider to design and build a thermal treatment facility.  When the technology has been decided on people will be informed.  Depending on the Statutory approvals the plant will go ahead. Thermal treatment is a safe technology across Europe and the world.  The reality is that every year in excess of 700,000 tonnes of municipal waste is produced tonnes of waste is produced.  The landfills will be full in 2007.  The Fingal landfill will be full in 2008/9.  The real question is what do we do with the waste.  We need to recycle and compost as much as we can. Thermal treatment is limited to 25% and the rest will be landfilled. The thermal treatment plant will be a Dublin regional facility.  It is Dublin City Councils intention to present the best case to the statutory authorities – An Bord Pleanela and EPA.

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh added that Dublin City Council would be the applicant and that An Bord Pleanela will take the planning decision as a completely separate entity to Dublin City Council.  

Question: Who decided that the plant should go on the Peninsula?  We have never heard about this before. Dublin is a huge place and there must be other sites.  There is planning for thousands of apartments down there [on the Peninsula].

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: These are valid points that you can make in your submissions to An Bord Pleanela.  The alternatives that have been considered is something that needs to go into the EIS.  The objectives that you have raised relate to Regional Policy.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that a siting study has been carried out and four sites were identified. The siting study and the reasons why that location was considered, will be something that will be examined in the EIS.  

Question: People are concerned about the period of consultation and how soon the application will come and go – will there be a site notice? 

Question: An advert in the newspaper about the application is not enough. How do I know what day it will be posted?

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: This process is slightly different to the standard planning permission procedures in that a site notice is not a requirement under the legislation.  Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that the site is well known and that a notice would be put on the site.  He added that there would also be a notice on the site from the EPA with regard to the operating licence.

Question: At what stage can the non-technical summary be obtained?

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: It is part of the EIS. It will be presented when the application is formally lodged with An Bord Pleanala.  It has to go on public display and will be placed in Dublin City Council offices and the local Ringsend Regional office.  Details of where it will be displayed will be specified in the newspaper notice.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that it would normally be in the local office, libraries.  It is not statutorily required but it will be widely available for people.

Comment: There is lack of information as to where to find information.  

Comment: The council could be faulted on many things but not on lack of information.  There has been dozens of meetings; there is the Ringsend office, leaflets etc.

There was a short discussion on the use of the household waste site and household collections of bulky waste carried out by Dublin City Council.   Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, clarified that the collection of bulky household waste was discontinued two-years ago. However this year the collection service has been brought back.  The aim is to provide the collection service to 35,000 houses by the end of the year.  

Question: Where will waste to the plant be coming from?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, confirmed that rubbish will be arriving at the site from the Dublin City Council area and  from the three other Dublin local Authorities. 

Question: If An Bord Pleanela has no function to control emissions who carries that function?

Maria Lombard, Planner, RPS Mc Hugh: The EPA licence has function to control emissions.

Question: What amount of refuse is expected at the plant?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that 400,000-500,000 tonnes per annum would be expected.

Comment: Waste from the North will use the tunnel but others will have to come through Ringsend and Sandymount. The Strand Road will have a great amount of trucks coming along it.  

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that the facility is for the City and County of Dublin.  There was a previous information session specifically on traffic.  There will be designated routes that trucks have to follow and waste will go to baling stations to be bulked up.  Truck movements will also be confined to certain times of the day to reduce the impact.  This will be detailed out in the EIS.

Ann Butler – Role of EPA

Questions and Answers

Question: If notes were available on the two procedures [planning and waste licensing] it would be very useful – could these be put in the Ringsend office?

The facilitator confirmed that notes were being taken and that they would be put into the Ringsend Regional Office.  It was added that the presentations are designed to provide a general idea of the processes that will be followed.  However they are a guide only and should not be taken out of this context.

Question: At what stage in the process are we at now?

The facilitator clarified that the process started in 2001.  She proceeded to go through the timeline chart which is available in the Ringsend Regional Office and in the Newsletters.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, explained that the current position is that the bidding process for the Service Provider has been reduced to two from thirteen.  It will be the role of the Service Provider to carry out the statutory process and they will arrange the design, build and construction of the plant.  The actual Service Provider will be decided by the end of the year.

Comment: It is good to see that the EPA carries out unannounced inspections of these types of plant. 

Question: Is it possible to tell us which type of technology is most likely?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, explained that thermal treatment includes a number of technologies, for example pyrolysis and gasification.  He explained that the most likely outcome would be some form of incineration.

Question: How were the 13 applicants reduced down to 2?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, explained that there had been a two-phase operation.  Firstly potential bidders submitted Expressions of Interest and Curriculum Vitae about their experience in this area, for example, how they applied the technology and how they met the EPA’s requirements.  This was then reduced to four potential bidders.  Secondly, these four then put forward bids, and on this basis the number was reduced to two.  In addition bidders have to show they have the resources to handle a plant of this size in similar conditions to those in Dublin.  It needs to be demonstrated to the EPA and An Bord Pleanela that the Service Provider has the technology and the resources to operate the plant.

Comment: The cost of submissions to the EPA is high; this might put some people off making a submission.  People could put submissions forward on a resident’s basis etc to reduce the costs.

Question: Will the EPA take the disposal of residual waste -bottom ash and fly ash - into account?  

Ann Butler, Environmental Consultant: The EPA will consider the application and all of the information received in submissions and objections before it makes it’s decision. The EPA can only decide to grant a licence if it is satisfied that the facility can operate without causing environmental pollution. Generally when the EPA grants a licence it does so with conditions attached and these would deal with all aspects of the operation including issues such as disposal of bottom and fly ash

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that Dublin City Council have specified that bottom ash will be recycled into things like road base, cycle paths, foot paths.  At the moment there is no licensed facility in Ireland for dealing with fly ash so in the short term it will be exported.

Question: The EPA would have the provision to establish whether they agreed with what was proposed and could alter what was proposed on the basis of the licence.  If there were no objections would the EPA automatically issue a licence with no conditions?

Ann Butler, Environmental Consultant: The EPA will analyse the proposal and satisfy themselves that the proposal meets against all the criteria within the presentation. The only way the EPA can satisfy itself is to examine all of the proposal.  The EPA has its own in-house specialists and will bring in additional expertise where necessary. The EPA is based in the interest of the environment and everybody within the environment.  This is another safeguard that the public have even if they don’t make objections.  Ann went on to add that the community should not underestimate the power of submissions from the public. Reasoned arguments that are of local importance will have to be considered.  The EPA has to be satisfied that the proposal will not cause pollution.  They must also consider the content of the submissions and the objections – this is very important.  These submissions might impact on the conditions stated within the licence.  

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that there are two independent statutory authorities to satisfy.  Dublin City Council will not be applying to themselves for a licence but to An Bord Pleanela.

Question: Will there be documentations around waste disposal?

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that the licences would look at the submission that will outline how, when etc.  Conditions of operation will then be imposed based on the design and function of the plant, for example, the plant is designed to treat waste and therefore the licences will affect the limitations of the plant.

Question: Will there be certificates of disposal issued to the Local Authority coming into the plant?

Ann Butler, Environmental Consultant: The planning licence will outline the facility. The EPA will outline the quantity and types of waste that goes in and out of the facility, how it is handled and where it goes.  Inevitably things will come into the plant that can’t be dealt with within the plant.  These will all have to be recorded and inspected and sent for safe disposal.

Matt Twomey, Dublin City Council, commented that the plant is designed for the disposal of household waste only.  There will be no hazardous waste disposed of in the plant.

Question: Can we quantify the amount of waste resulting from incineration?  Is it likely that there will be a market for the bottom ash?

John Singleton, Dublin City Council, responded Following incineration bottom ash will be formed and will weigh about 25% of the weight of the incoming waste ( it will however have a greatly reduced volume) . Fly ash will also be formed during the combustion process and this is a hazardous waste which will weigh 3% approx of the weight of the incoming waste . 

There will be a use for the bottom ash as construction material.  In other countries it is used under roads, footpaths, and as a light concrete block.  The whole issue of construction and demolition waste is currently under discussion.  

Currently there are no facilities to dispose of hazardous waste in Ireland. Typically this waste is disposed of in salt mines in Germany where it is used to stabilise old salt mines.  Limestone is mixed with flue gas residues and mixed with cement to stabilise it and then it is piped in.  Research is currently going on to see if it can be recycled.  Fly ash is an alkaline material and there are experiments going on in other countries to see if can be used to stabilise acid materials.  

Question: What becomes of medical waste?

John Singleton, Dublin City Council, responded that it is generally exported. 

Ann Butler, Environmental Consultant, added that the hospital incinerators were closed down because they could not meet the EPA standards.  The emission limits from incinerators are much more stringent now than they were 2 years ago.  In Europe incinerators have had to shut down or make changes to meet the legislative requirements.

Comment: That is how effective the EPA is, in that they closed the failing incinerators down.

Comment: Last year we were told that incinerators produce low amounts of dioxins.  More dioxins come from uncontrolled burning in backyard burning and fires.  People are concerned about plants but not concerned about all the other waste that they burn in the garden.
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