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Comment: There may be things put in place to regulate these plants but when things happen and you want to make a complaint you get shifted from pillar to post. I don’t agree with what’s happening and I think it’s a white wash.  I need action on problems and difficulties that I have and that is what I am not getting.  I want to know who is responsible and acting on these issues?

Lorraine O’Rahilly (facilitator) suggested that these concerns should be raised directly with the Assistant City Manager, Matt Twomey after the question and answer session.

Question: How did you identify those large waste vehicles that are used to carry industrial and commercial waste?  They are not part of the waste collection vehicles used by Dublin City Council?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the large vehicles in the presentation are similar to the ones that come from the Ballymount Baling Station to Arthurstown.   These vehicles are in use at the moment.

Question: I have seen strange vehicles have been driving around this area. Will the vehicles going to the plant come by here?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that the vehicles will not come through this area but will come along the Naass Road.

Question: How long is 24 tonne truck?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that they are about 15 meters long.  The longest vehicle permitted on the road is 16 meters and this vehicle is less than that.

Question: The presentation said there would be 200 trucks a day – that is 400 truck trips.  How did you get to that figure when the amount of waste is 500,000 tonnes?  Is that 200 trucks over a 5 or 7 days a week?  Is 200 trucks a day a realistic figure or not – I would like to know how you got to it as that would be 36 round trips an hour and that means one truck in less than every minute?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that 500,000 tonnes of waste delivered to the plant for 250 days of the year gives you 2000 trucks.  Each truck was based on a calculation of an average 10 tonne capacity.  Over two months was spent going through the figures in great detail. We went to all four of the Local Authorities and established what vehicles they have at moment.  COWI who are part of the procurement team also have specialist expertise in delivering waste. We used the information gathered to decide how many 10 tonne trucks, how many 12 tonne trucks, and how many 15 tonne trucks.  The calculations were based on a 5.5 day week, as there is a half-day on a Saturday.  This is a rough calculation but it is very accurate.  The calculations are based on a worst-case scenario and that is that every vehicle goes to the plant after collecting waste.  The realistic scenario is that vehicles would take waste to transfer stations first where the waste would be compressed and put into larger 24 tonne vehicles which would mitigate against all these movements.  

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that the City Council had asked the consultants to look at the worst-case scenario.  To do this an average truck size of 10 tonnes was use as all trucks have the capacity of at least 10 tonnes..

Comment: My main objection is the traffic.  It is horrendous, particularly with heavy trucks, which are a problem for the pedestrian and the cyclist, and yet you want to bring more trucks to our roads. You come up with a grand scheme and plans and we have to live here – how can we have confidence when you are consulting with us on Grand National Day and Semi Cup Final Day?

Question: I think the arithmetic is slightly suspect – I think it is nearer to 60 trucks an hour.  Secondly, will the fly ash and bottom ash be taken back to the transfer stations?  I think you have dismissed rail and there is a rail head on North Docks – why not take the plant to North Docks which will save on all the infrastructure?  Have you taken into account the proposed development on the peninsula of 20,000 houses?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that the trucks would not run for 24 hours a day.  The figures are based on a 9-hour day.  The peak hour will have 40% of the vehicles and the rest will be distributed evenly over the rest of the hours. 

Question: I am concerned with how you will handle the fly ash, as it is dangerous?  Will it be at the transfer stations?

Gunnar Kjaer commented that he is not a transport specialist.  With respect to fly ash it is considered hazardous, contrary to the bottom ash that is non-hazardous.  There are no facilities in Ireland to deal with hazardous waste so it will be transported outside of Ireland where there are facilities.  Based on my Danish experiences it will probably be transported off the peninsula to ship and travel out to Germany or England.  This will be fully in accordance with European Union (EU) law.  In fact EU law encourages this as the fly ash can be used for good purposes.

Question:  The location where the incinerator is proposed already has a jetty down there.  Is the intention to transport it out by the south side, as there is a jetty there?  

Gunnar Kjaer commented that he is not familiar with the quality of the quay.  With respect to rail transport, this will be looked at again in much greater detail.  

Comment: This is a planning issue as well as a transportation issue as we are looking to the future and time is moving on.  The use of rail seems a logical way forward.

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that a full traffic impact assessment would have been carried out as part of the South Bank Study.  All of this information will be handed over to the developer as part of the baseline assessment.  This will enable the developer to have all the information available to look at.

Question:  I understand that construction has started on the site already?

Question:  The baseline study only looks at bringing waste into the plant and not at taking out the ash.  What is the design capacity that this plant is being built to handle?  How much waste was produced in 2003?

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that the plant is designed to handle 500,000 tonnes of waste.  In 2003 roughly 400,000 tonnes of waste was collected from the 4 Dublin Authorities.

Question: So we won’t be taking waste in from outside of here?  What happens when Dublin’s waste grows?

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that there are no plans to extend the plant.

Question:  I thought the idea was to get waste production down.  So if we manage to reduce our waste where does the plant get the rest of the waste to feed it?

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that there are no plans to bring waste in from outside the Dublin Region.  There is the Local Authority waste stream, which is about 400,000 tonnes, and then there is commercial waste, which is about 300,000 tonnes of waste.  Recycling will contribute to reducing that figure but there is an underlying increase in per capita waste production.  An Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) report in 2002 stated that there was a 65% increase in municipal waste between 1999-2000.   Ireland is in the bottom third in Europe for per capita waste generation unlike countries such as Netherlands and Denmark.

Question: The peak hours you talking about are 4-6.30 p.m.  There are 20,000 vehicles come down Beech Road.  You are talking about bringing waste in outside of the peak hours – this will mean that we never get a break from the traffic.  You talked about a bridge – where would this be?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that this had not been looked at in any detail. 

Question: There is also the Port Tunnel and we will have that here too.  We will have all of the pollution.  There will be even more traffic following these developments. We don’t want any more industry down on the peninsula.  The site is actually on Shelly Bank Road not the Peninsula.

Question: What is going to be the impact on local children and old people.  In this area there are significant higher levels of asthma and bronchitis.  I did statistics and learnt not to trust any statistics that you do not do yourself.  There are children and old people out there suffering with their lungs.  

Lorraine O’Rahilly (facilitator) suggested that the question was whether the health impact will be considered and that the last Information Session was on health and Dieter Shrenk a toxicologist from Germany talked about health issues.  

Comment: The problem is that there is no interaction or interface between the themes.

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that in her own experience of Environmental Impact Statements (EIS)  she would make a good estimate of the traffic impact and would feed that information directly to the noise and air quality teams who have their own programmes which allow them to look at the increasing levels of emissions and noise.

Gunnar Kjaer commented that he is certain that Dieter Shrenk addressed the impact of traffic on health in his presentation.  

Jean Clarke (RPS-MCOS) commented that when the air quality is looked at it, it would consider the emissions from other plants, as well as traffic, industry etc.  There is other baseline data but it will not be modelled until the EIS, as there are no details yet for the plant.  All of the information is being gathered at the moment and it will then feed into the EIS.

Question: The developments at Merrion Gate, AIB and RDS will bring another X’000 vehicles.  The development at Merrion Gate will bring a lot of traffic.

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that we are collecting existing data – baseline information.  If I were doing an EIS I would be gathering all of the information together and then I would go to Dublin Transportation Office and give it to them.  They update their transport model on a regular basis.  I have gone to the Dublin Transport Office on a number of occasions and have been told that the model is updated on a regular basis. The developer will go to them and get a model for the year of opening.  They may also do additional local models.  He will do modelling for 2008 and he may also do it for future years.

Question: To a certain degree you have ignored South Dublin.  What happens in Dun Laogahaire?  I have visions of these trucks on these roads that can’t take any more traffic.  I asked for figures a few years ago and they wanted £50 for each junction.  

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that there will be more waste coming from Dublin City than from Dun Laoghaire.

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that there is a cut off point.  Dun Laogharie is currently set up to bring waste to Ballyogan.  It goes from Dun Laoghaire to Tara Towers.  We would be interested in making sure waste goes by the M50 from the Port Tunnel.

Question: We have to talk about trust.  Somebody said that some development had started.  How can you do this and expect people to believe what they are told.  The Sewage Treatment Works is a disaster.  RTE said the other day that waste is still being dumped into Dublin Bay.  How can we trust these figures?  We have to be aware that figures on paper don’t really matter.  We have to live with the mess.

Question:  You said there would be trucks from the South.  There needs to be a strategic view.  In 1999 the siting survey picked out the four most suitable sites. The siting survey talks about the Eastern Bypass being in place by 2004 – that is one of criteria for selecting the site.  The fact that the site is still a preferred location and the bypass is not there means there is a flaw.   When will that be factored back into the equation?

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that on the scale that is being talked about if you take 400 truck movements a day as the maximum.  Dun Laoghaire is one of four Authorities contributing ¼ of the waste.  If we take ¼ of 400 truck movement that is 100 truck movements a day.  50% of what Dun Laoghaire sends is from the South that equals 50 truck movements a day.  There are 1500 movements per hour on the road now.  The amount of traffic we are dealing with is small.  In terms of the number of vehicles it is small.  It is 50 per day – that is 5-6 per hour on a two-way flow.  On the scale of things it is very manageable.

Comment: I am not here on consultation.  We can’t get anyone to deal with traffic for us at the moment.  In Pearse Street and Merrion Road it is impossible.  My name is Patricia Doolin and I want that noted.

Question:  I have learnt so much.  There is a lack of trust.  It is the main corridor through our area. How the traffic impact assessment is done is very important. We have tried for 8 years and we are getting there now.  I am hearing how this Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) is for people and the environment.  We got what we wanted in end but the studies were flawed.

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that you were looking for specific pedestrian crossing on a specific road.  The problem is that virtually everyone wants a pedestrian crossing. There is a standard process, agreed with the Department of the Environment, to follow.  There needs to be certain numbers – the number of vehicles, pedestrians etc.   The local perception of vehicles on the road and the counts that were carried out did not match. Until the time when the number of pedestrians and vehicles reaches the magic number the pedestrian crossings are slow in coming.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented there are a number of people who believe that some development has taken place by Dublin City Council - that is not true.  Some development has started on the old AIB site beside the glass bottle company but it is not Dublin City Council, it’s a development by Zoe.

Question: When the Toll Bridge was built in this area the assessment on traffic was very limited.  There are now 25,000 vehicles.  Assessment doesn’t always work out how you plan it to work out. There is enough traffic on our road system.  

Question: There is a report out there that shows the siting process is flawed.  There was no real research done on siting. The last proposal for an incinerator fell on traffic.  Who is consulting?  At these meetings you normally see more officials than public.  The majority of people attending these meetings are Officials.  The report put out indicates quite clearly a lack of trust because of the withholding of information.  There is no point talking about traffic, as it is 400 trips on an area that is so overburdened now.  You can have the best Planning Officer in this Country working out the law.  Then there is an Executive that can override the decision made by the Planner.  There is an expert planner and then there is An Bord Pleanela.  There is an ex member of An Bord Pleanela and an ex member of the EPA here – that is not right.

Lorraine O’Rahilly (facilitator) asked what is the report that demonstrates that the siting process is flawed.

Question: The CIG report.

Question: The plant capacity – it has to be fed that level of waste all the time, it sets a level or goal for waste disposal. 
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