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Comment:  I live on the Irishtown Road and the traffic is 24 hours a day.  We are familiar with big lorries.  They go by at 4 and 5 am up to the City from this plant here now.  The trucks are laden with gravel at this time in the morning.  You said you are running in the off-peak hours – are we never going to get a rest?  I can’t open the windows because of the pollution.  There are four other sites that came up - look at those.  We have Docks going 24 hours a day and never has the traffic being so bad.  You say 36 lorries, where are the other 154 lorries?  I think it is the worst place you could put it. We have two metal places and other sites down there, it is like a cess pool and it’s not going to get any better with the treatment plant.  The park was destroyed years ago.

Question: What time will the trucks be running?  What does ‘potential’ mean?

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that Geraldine Keary provided a breakdown as to what you can expect in roundtrips.  She has taken the maximum you can expect.  We have taken a 10 tonne limit on a truck.  This is looking at a worst-case scenario in terms of vehicle movements to the plant - 72 roundtrips.

Question: The traffic flow charts show the a.m. and p.m. periods.  Did you do a study on the interim hours?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that we are looking very closely at the interim hours at the moment.  We commissioned 24-hour counts at those sites.  There are dips where it may be more suitable to transport waste in the off peak times.

Comment: There will be a great contrast in the interim hours.  The impact will be much greater in the interim hours.

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that on the basis of our findings the traffic would not be greater than the current peak.

Comment:  You are making a longer peak.

Question: When the Port and Docks put the South Bank here there was a suggestion of a bridge across the Port.  There were serious accidents and they stopped the traffic going down Cambridge Road and Irish Town Road.  The traffic should not be brought into this area whatsoever.  When the car ferry comes in all of the trucks filter through Beech Road – they don’t bother with the Toll Bridge as it takes them out of the way - if I was a driver that would be what I would do.  These drivers that will come on these lorries will take the shorter route.  

Tim O’Sullivan (Dublin City Council) commented that the Dublin Port Tunnel opens in July next year.  We are developing a Traffic Management Study at this time and we are looking for input from the public.  The objective of the Traffic Management Plan is to maximise the use of the Port Tunnel by heavy goods vehicles (HGV’s).  The tunnel will be tolled to minimise its use by commuter traffic and increase its use be HGV’s.  This will move HGV’s from the streets and put them through the tunnel. It will be controlled.  Deliveries will still have to be made locally but we are looking at a situation in one year’s time when there will be reduced levels of trucks on road.

Comment: I don’t think you can separate the location of the site from the transport.  With regard to rail I would have looked at the existing rail infrastructure and look at where the most appropriate place for the plant would have been.  We were told originally that the reason for selecting this site was that it is central – if you have baling stations everywhere it is no longer central.

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that the transfer stations are on the M50, one in Ballyogan on M50 when it opens, Ballymount on the interchange of M50, Finagl is connected to M50 and the next one will be on the N7.  The Traffic Department would be seriously encouraging anyone putting in a bid to look at the M50 and the Port Tunnel.

Comment: If the site was chosen on the basis that it is central and baling stations are going to be used it is not longer central.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that Arthurstown is outside of our area and it would be against the Proximity Principle.  Waste will be collected from the four Dublin Authorities.  Local traffic would go directly to the plant.  The rest of the waste would go to the M50 and it would be put onto the big containers and arrive by way of the M50 and the Port Tunnel.  Baling stations are there and can be readily converted into transfer stations.  At the moment we are using the M50 and going onto Arthurstown.
Comment: The M50 and the Port Tunnel are all fine but still bringing big trucks into D4.  There was a 3-tonne limit on our roads 5 years ago and it was a joke as no one respects the limits.

Question: What proportion of truck journeys will come over the Ringsend Bridge?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that An Bord Pleanela could impose their own routes if they want to.  Currently there are 11% of heavy vehicles on the Irish Town Road and it will go up to approx 13% with the plant in place.  We have no idea at this stage as An Bord Pleanala may prescribe figures.  Beech Road would take a very small percentage, as there is not as much waste from Dun Laoghaire as from Dublin City.

Question: Lorries will come up to the junction there and driver’s concentrate on the way they are going and not what the City says.  They come down at all hours of the night.  The drivers decide which way they want to go.  There is no restriction on the Ringsend Bridge for the safety of cyclists and pedestrians.  The Port and Docks are developing and they are not putting any money into local infrastructure.  In 6 years time there will be 5 times as much traffic from the new developments.

John Singleton (Dublin City Council) commented that as part of the planning permission for the Authurstown site in Kill An Bord Pleanala said that there could not be a right hand turn into Kill.  This meant that drivers had to drive into Naas and back out which is 20 km out of their way.  Everyone said that it would not work.  In the first two months two drivers were fired.  I think people in Kill would say that this is something that works.

Question:  Does Geraldine look at possible routes – what about Macken Street?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that she is aware of Macken Street.  I think Macken Street will help East Wall Road.  I haven’t gone into any detail with regard to routes, however there are some routes that are no go.

Question: You picked six locations for the traffic survey but only graphed five of them – why?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that she had the information available and would show it at the end to people who wished to see it.
Question: The southern leg of the Eastern Bypass is in the Development Plan – did you look at this?

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that it is in the Development Plan but that a date for the Eastern Bypass development does not yet exist.

Question: Why is it in the Development Plan if there is no date?

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that there currently is a Development Plan being drawn up.

Tim O’Sullivan (Dublin City Council) commented that there is demand in this area to have the Eastern Bypass put in the Development Plan for this area.  

Question: In the siting plan it said that the Eastern Bypass would exist?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the siting study does not say that it is essential to build the Eastern Bypass.  The report says that it would be better if the Bypass were built.  Official’s originally proposed a Bypass.  Just as important is the question of whether there would be a Southern Port access point.  I was there when the Port Tunnel came up and it was decided the main function of it was to take HGV’s.  The Officials view was that this needed doing, as it would link everything up together.  In the long-term the tunnel is essential for Dublin to function as a Capital.  However we have to start from where we are now.  This is about us providing a service to the community – in the last four days there has been 4000 tonnes of waste.  This is preplanning for 2006-8.  We do not have all of the answers now.  We are in a process and the Statutory Process will start later this year and An Bord Pleanela will make the decision.

Question: Are you looking at the waste to energy plant on its own without the aspirations of other developers in the area?  It is grand to say X amount of trucks per day but what about the other developments traffic?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that if she was a Developer she would look at traffic associated with my plant and then look at other developments in the area and other traffic implications.  The Dublin Transportation Department have built a Saturn model that can predict traffic flows for 2008 – and include things like the Luas lines and the Port Tunnel.  I have spoken to them on this and their advice was that the model is updated regularly and they suggest that the Developer goes to them later on and they will develop a model with the latest information.  They might also suggest that the Developer builds a local model.

Question:  Can there be a condition that a local model be built?

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that this would actually be a requirement.  At the moment there is an assessment going on of the current levels of traffic. When the developer is appointed they will come to talk to the Traffic Department.  We are happy that the scale of trips is right and are reasonably happy that the network would reasonably be able to cope – we are not doing their work for them.  The Developer has to do a full Traffic Impact Assessment.

Question: There are a lot of private waste collectors – what will they do with their waste?  The plant will work 24 hours a day.  You will let private contractors in.  Is there any survey done on where the waste from different counties is going to come from?

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the Waste Permitting Regulations require any transporter of waste to have a permit which shows the origin of the waste and the final disposal destination.  This is for all waste.  The EU has a Proximity Principle which means that you must deal with waste in your own area.  That will determine where waste goes.  On TV you will have heard about waste been illegally transported.  There are mechanisms in place to deal with this illegal activity. The country is divided into eight Waste Regions and each Region must deal with its own waste.

Owen Madden (Dublin City Council) commented that the numbers that are being looked at are dealing with the capacity of the plant and the plant cannot take any more, therefore the worst case is being looked at.

Question: What Development Plan are we working from? Is it the new one which will have a South Bank Development Area and a prime development area in Ballsbridge or is it the 1999 Plan?

Geraldine Keary (Associate, RPS-MCOS) commented that the question is more relevant for the Developer.  I would think Dublin City Council would be using the new Development Plan.  What ever Development Plan is in force on the day the application is made will be enforced.  The plant will have to deal with any legislative changes that might come.

Comment: You are talking about the Proximity Principle.  In the Netherlands the whole country is one proximity.

Matt Twomey (Dublin City Council) commented that the situation is that Irish legislation is based on a Regional approach to waste management and Section 22 of the Act.  A Government Policy Statement bases waste management on Regions.  It is a matter of choice as to how the Regions are made up.  

Comment: What about the docks and trucks coming down into Irish Town?  A bridge has the potential to eliminate traffic. 
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